
SAT & ACT TESTS
• HOW THEY ARE USED

• CONTENT

• WHEN TO TAKE THE TEST(S)

• OTHER TESTS

• PREPARATION



REQUIRED TESTING

• 9TH GRADE: PSAT 9

• 10TH GRADE: PSAT 10

• 11TH GRADE: SAT, CMAS SCIENCE, PSAT NMSQT (OCTOBER-

OPTIONAL)- NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP  QUALIFYING 

TEST 

• 12TH GRADE: RE-TAKE SAT OR ACT



WAYS TEST SCORES ARE USED

•COLLEGE ADMISSIONS

•SCHOLARSHIPS

•COURSE PLACEMENT

•STATE TESTING



ADMISSIONS AVERAGES

COLORADO MESA UNIVERSITY

• 3.1 GPA

• 430-540 SAT SUBSCORES

• 18-23 ACT AVERAGE 

COLORADO STATE UNIVERSITY

• 3.3-4.0 GPA

• 520-630 SAT SUBSCORES

• 22-27 ACT AVERAGE

FRONT RANGE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

• OPEN ADMISSIONS

• SAT/ACT USED FOR CLASS PLACEMENT & 
SCHOLARSHIPS ONLY

CU BOULDER

• 3.66 GPA

• 530-660 SAT SUBSCORES

• 24-30 ACT AVERAGE

UNIVERSITY OF DENVER

• 3.71 GPA

• 550-660 SAT SUBSCORES

• 25-30 ACT AVERAGE

UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN 
COLORADO

• 3.02-3.8 GPA

• 450-580 SAT SUBSCORES

• 19-25 ACT AVERAGE



SCHOLARSHIPS CSU 

3.6 GPA + 1310 SAT = $1,000 (off $11,632 tuition)



SCHOLARSHIPS U WYOMING

3.6 GPA + 1310 SAT= $9.675 (off 415, 632 tuition)



SCHOLARSHIPS MESA STATE 
Scholarship Annual Value Criteria

Academic 

Achievement
$1,250

• 3.20 GPA (weighted)

• Top 20% of their Class

• ACT composite score of 22 or SAT combined score 

of 1120

Presidential $3,000

• 3.50 GPA (weighted)

• Top 15% of their Class

• ACT composite score of 25 or SAT combined score 

of 1190

Trustee $3,500

• 3.50 GPA (weighted)

• Top 10% of their Class

• ACT composite score of 27 or SAT combined score 

of 1270

Distinguished 

Scholar
$6,000

• 3.75 GPA (weighted)

• Top 5% of their Class

• ACT composite score of 29 or SAT combined score 

of 1340

3.6 GPA + 1310 SAT= $3,500 (off $8.972 tuition)



SCHOLARSHIP AT FORT LEWIS COLLEGE

3.6 GPA + 1310 SAT= $4,000 (off $6,720 tuition)



COLLEGE TESTING FAQ’S

• DO I NEED TO TAKE THE SAT AND ACT? 

• MOST COLLEGES WILL ACCEPT EITHER

• WHICH IS BETTER?

• GENERALLY CONSIDERED EQUALLY

• YOU CAN PRACTICE BOTH IN YOUR CAREER CRUISING ACCOUNT AS THEY 

ARE A STYLE OF TEST

• SAT GIVEN AT ROCKY FOR STATE TESTING REQUIREMENT



ACT VS SAT
ACT SAT

Basics • 4 sections: English, Math, 
Reading, and Science.

• Evidence-Based Reading and 
Writing combine for one section 
score. 

• Math (second section of test)
• No longer a penalty for wrong 

answers as there was on the old 
SAT.

Scoring 4 section scores. Scale of 1-36 
for each section. Averaged for a 
Composite score 1-36.

English
Math
Reading
Science

2 section scores of 200-800 each. 
Section scores added together for 
total score 400-1600.

Reading/Writing/Language
Math 

Cross-Test scores for Analysis in 
Science and Analysis in History/Social 
Studies.

Timing 2 hours, 55 minutes 3 hours
Number of Test Sections Four Four (2 Reading/Writing and 2 Math)



ACT VS SAT
ACT SAT

Math
Number of Math Questions 60 58
Calculators for Math Allowed One No-Calculator Section
Formula Reference None Some
Range of Math • Geometry

• Algebra
• Arithmetic
• Trigonometry

• Advanced Algebra
• Problem-Solving and Data Analysis
• Geometry and Arithmetic
• Trigonometry

Science
Number of Questions 40 N/A
Types of questions • Research Summaries 

(experiments)
• Data Representations (charts 

and graphs)
• Conflicting viewpoints

Curriculum covered • General science understanding 
and willingness to read 
science-y things. No specific 
class required.



ACT VS SAT
ACT SAT

Reading
Number of Passage-Based 
Reading Questions

40 52

Graphs and Charts None Yes, relating to two passages in 
Science and Social Studies

Number of Passages 3 Long; 1 Medium Pair 
(comparison)

4 Long; 1 Medium Pair (comparison)

Types of Passages • 1 prose
• 1 social science
• 1 humanities
• 1 natural science
All contemporary writing.

• 1 prose
• 2 or 1 passage and 1 pair social 

science/history
• 2 or 1 passage and 1 pair science
Contains a mix of contemporary and 
historical writing.

English/Writing
Number of English/Writing 
Questions

75 44

Important Grammar • Punctuation
• Sentence Structure

• Punctuation
• Words in Context
• Sentence Structure

Grammar vs. Rhetorical Skills 51% to 49% 45% to 55%



WHY JUNIORS SHOULD CONSIDER THE 
JUNE OR AUGUST SAT?

• APRIL SAT RESULTS ARRIVE AFTER THE REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE FOR THE JUNE TEST

• IF YOU PARTICIPATE IN A FALL ACTIVITY (ANYTHING THAT 
COMPETES ON A SATURDAY), YOU MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO 
TAKE THE SEPTEMBER OR OCTOBER TESTS. 

• SOME COLLEGES’ DEADLINES ARE SO EARLY THAT 
SEPTEMBER OR OCTOBER TESTS ARE THE LAST THAT ARE 
ACCEPTABLE. 



ANOTHER SAT/ACT?

• CAN I TAKE THE SAT OR ACT MORE THAN ONCE?

• HOW DO I TAKE THE ACT MORE THAN ONCE?

• WHAT ABOUT THE SAT?

• AND WHEN SHOULD I TAKE IT? 

• WHY TAKE THE TEST MORE THAN ONCE?

• WILL I BE PENALIZED BY A COLLEGE FOR RETESTING?



WHAT OTHER TESTING MIGHT I NEED?
•SAT II (SAT SUBJECT TESTS)

• REQUIRED AT SOME COLLEGES—OFTEN MORE HIGHLY SELECTIVE COLLEGES. CHECK THE 

ADMISSIONS WEBSITES FOR THE COLLEGES YOU ARE CONSIDERING. 

• TEST A SPECIFIC SUBJECT, SIMILAR TO (BUT SHORTER THAN) THE AP TESTS.

• A WRITING COMPONENT (THE ACT + WRITING OR SAT WITH ESSAY)

• REQUIRED AT SOME COLLEGES—OFTEN MORE HIGHLY SELECTIVE COLLEGES. CHECK 

THE ADMISSIONS WEBSITES FOR THE COLLEGES YOU ARE CONSIDERING. 

• NOT REQUIRED FOR ANY IN-STATE PUBLIC COLLEGES.

• TOEFL—AN ENGLISH PROFICIENCY TEST

• FOR STUDENTS WHO ARE NOT NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKERS AND/OR HAVE RECENTLY 

BEGUN TO ATTEND AN ENGLISH-SPEAKING SCHOOL.



OPTIONS TO PREPARE

• OUTSIDE TEST PREP CLASSES

• AVAILABLE AT A VARIETY OF AGENCIES IN FC

• COST VARIES

• TEST PREP BOOKS

• AVAILABLE AT LIBRARY (FREE)

• AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE AT LOCAL BOOK STORES

• FREE WEBSITES

• WWW.KHANACADEMY.ORG

• WWW.NUMBER2.COM

• WWW.ACTSTUDENT.ORG

• WWW.COLLEGEBOARD.ORG



OPTIONS TO PREPARE

• CAREER CRUISING’S METHOD TEST PREP

• FREE!

• ACCESSIBLE ONLINE

• ONLINE, INDIVIDUALIZED SAT AND/OR ACT PREP THAT STARTS WITH 4 SHORT 

ASSESSMENT TESTS

• YOU CAN COMPARE YOUR SCORES FOR THE SAT AND THE ACT TO DECIDE WHICH 

YOU WANT TO TAKE



TO ACCESS CAREER CRUISING & 
METHOD TEST PREP

Log in to 

Career 

Cruising





This will 

open a 

new 

window

Click on your name



Click on “Go to Method Test Prep”



Choose type of test

Try the Evaluation Tests to personalize 

your course! Each section is just 15-25 

minutes. 

Getting Started 



Study time varies by your planned test date and your initial assessment



PRACTICE SAT AT ROCKY

• SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH 7:30-12:00

• FULL-LENGTH PRACTICE TEST,

• KHAN ACADEMY FOR TEST PREP

• INSTANT RESULTS 



FOR MORE QUESTIONS:

• GENERAL ACT QUESTIONS—WWW.ACTSTUDENT.ORG

• GENERAL SAT QUESTIONS—WWW.COLLEGEBOARD.COM

• SCHOOL SAT QUESTIONS—SEE YOUR COUNSELOR



PREPARE FOR THE SAT NOW…
SO YOU CAN “SHOW WHAT YOU 
KNOW!”

Stop by the College & Career Center or see your 

counselor with questions. 


